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Education is generally oriented towards the future – with matters such as ch-
ange, serving future generations and, most recently, the planetary crisis, preo-
ccupying the attention of education researchers and practitioners. At the same 
time, knowledge in and of education is always about understanding multiple 
time periods: education’s pasts, presents and futures, and their entangle-
ments. “Poly-crisis” is a term coined by complexity theorists Edgar Morin and 
Anne Brigitte Kern in their 1999 book, Homeland Earth, to claim that the world 
faces “no single vital problem, but many vital problems, and it is this complex 
inter-solidarity of problems, antagonisms, crises, uncontrolled processes, and 
the general crisis of the planet that constitutes the number one vital problem” 
(p. 74). It is not a straightforward or apolitical matter which “vital problem” 
is elevated to the status of a “crisis” (whether to focus on the climate crisis or 
the crisis of democratic values or even the rising nationalism in Europe and 
beyond), and crises and their entanglements will have localised effects and 
require both macro and micro understanding and response. ECER 2026 seeks to 
motivate participants to ponder the production and uses of education research 
in a contextually rich, creative, and caring manner. How is scholarly knowledge 
in and of education, its methodologies and the practices based thereon, fit to 
understand and address the poly-crisis in the context where the very condi-
tions of scientific knowledge are in flux? Education researchers are well-equip-
ped to examine both the ecosystems that shape knowledge production and 
its use, and the fact that the poly-crises will manifest in both globally shared 
and locally specific forms. In other words, researchers too are asking questions 
– and are asked to address – their societal roles and accountabilities beyond 
the academic realm. We see this conference as a productive and urgent oppor-
tunity to strengthen the position of authority of education research and as a 
forum for dialogues with decision-makers and practitioners as well as diverse 
forms of knowledge including interdisciplinary scientific knowledge, practitio-
ner knowledge and indigenous knowledge.

KEYNOTE LECTURES ECER
Katja Brøgger is Associate Professor of education policy and governance at 
Aarhus University and director of the Policy Futures research program. She serves 
as Chair and PI of the EU COST Action CA22121 (OPEN) (Horizon Europe) and is PI 
of two international comparative projects.

Radhika Gorur is Professor of Education at Deakin University, Australia. She is in-
terested in the social and political lives of data and in how policies get mobilised, 
stabilised, circulated and challenged.

Sotiria Grek is Professor of Science, Knowledge and Public Policy at Urban Studies 
and Social Policy, School of Social and Political Sciences, University of Glasgow. 
Sotiria’s work focuses on the fields of quantification and expertise in global pub-
lic policy, with a specialisation in the policy arenas of education and sustainable 
development.

Call for Proposals
European Conference on Educational Research - ECER

& Emerging Researchers‘ Conference - ERC

EERA and Tampere University invite Educational Researchers to submit propo-
sals for the European Conference on Educational Research (ECER) 2026. ECER, 
the annual conference held by the European Educational Research Association 
(EERA), welcomes over 2,500 scholars each year, representing views and rese-
arch traditions from all parts of Europe. ECER is preceded by EERA’s Emerging 
Researchers’ Conference (ERC).

IMPORTANT DATES
Emerging Researchers‘ Conference: 	 17 - 18 August 2026
ECER - European Conference on Educational Research: 	 18 - 21 August 2026
Submission Period: 	 1 Dec 2025- 31 Jan 2026
Information on Review Results: 	 1 April 2026 
Registration Begins: 	 1 April 2026
Early Bird Ends: 	 15 May 2026
Presentation Times Announced: 	 26 June 2026
Registration Deadline for Presenters: 	 30 June 2026

CONFERENCE THEME 
Knowing and Acting: The changing conditions and potentials of education 
research
The landscape of education research may be examined through the perspectives of 
continuities and changes in approaches, producers and those who apply knowled-
ge. The range of knowledge-producing actors is widening. For instance, national 
governments delegate knowledge production and even parts of decision-making 
to non-governmental actors including international organisations, think tanks, 
commercial players or data-driven technologies. At the same time, preference for 
big data and standardised numerical indicators elevates some approaches to kno-
wing and overshadows others. Furthermore, with the advent of digital technologies 
ranging from Chat GPT to deep fakes, societies broadly, and academic communities 
specifically, are confronted with new challenges. Questions arise such as are we in 
the process of entering an echo chamber where what exists in the online universe 
defines the scope of knowledge, creativity, imagination, and critique? And how, in 
the era of fake news, predatory journals or pressures of performativity, are we to 
secure the sincerity and authenticity of, as well as trust in, academic knowledge? 
Understanding the conditions in which knowledge is produced and distributed is 
crucial. The current conditions are creating an ecosystem that includes both the wi-
der contexts, such as political-ideological and economic circumstances, as well as 
academic cultures, methodologies and theories deployed. All of these are time and 
place bound, that is, how we know and how knowledge is taken up by its users is situ-
ated and contingent. For instance, the COVID-19 pandemic, the climate catastrophe, 
and the war in Europe have generated new conditions intensifying the need for po-
licy-relevant knowledge, yet scientific knowledge is sometimes merely a tool to legi-
timise actions motivated otherwise. How can the academic community meaningful-
ly bridge political or economic prerogatives while ensuring that scientific knowledge 
serves the broader public good without compromising academic autonomy?
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Hannu L. T. Heikkinen is working as a professor of education in the Finnish 
Institute for Educational Research of University of Jyväskylä, Finland. In connecti-
on with the ECER conference series, he has the distinction of having been involved 
in every ECER conference since 1996.

Pigga Keskitalo is Professor of Education with a specialization in Arctic perspecti-
ves in education at the University of Lapland, Finland. She holds the title of Docent 
(Adjunct Professor) in multicultural education at the University of Helsinki and 
serves as Professor II at the Sámi University of Applied Sciences (Sámi allaskuvla) 
in Norway.

Peter Kraftl is Professor of Human Geography at the University of Birmingham, 
UK. An interdisciplinary scholar of childhood, youth and education, his work fo-
cuses on children and young people’s interactions with, and learning about, their 
everyday environments. His work on education has focused on the design and 
experience of formal, informal, alternative and outdoor learning spaces.

Jan Masschelein is Emeritus professor of educational theory and philosophy at 
the Laboratory for Education and Society (University Leuven, Belgium). His rese-
arch addresses the challenges posed to education with a major interest in (re-)
thinking and (re-)inventing the public role of schools and universities.

KEYNOTE LECTURE ERC
Richard Budd is a Lecturer in Higher Education in the School of Social Sciences 
at Lancaster University, UK. His research interests relate to conceptualising and 
investigating how different groups experience and negotiate studying at or wor-
king in universities. 

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE
All submissions must be made via the 2026 Conftool submission system (link be-
low). Submissions must be directed to one of EERA’s 34 thematic Networks or to the 
Emerging Researchers’ Group. PhD students and emerging researchers are especially 
invited to submit to and participate in the Emerging Researchers’ Conference, see 
more details on the ERC below.  Submissions to ECER can be made in the following 
formats: Paper, Poster, Panel Discussion, Research Workshop, Symposium, Video, 
and Ignite Talk. The ERC offers 3 submission formats: Paper, Poster and Ignite Talk. 
Please consult the network descriptors, submission guidelines and formats of pre-
sentation on the EERA website before handing in a proposal.

The submission system will allow you to submit two proposals. Due to the 
high number of participants at ECER, we can only guarantee each person two 
presentations without a time clash within ECER’s 14 parallel time slots. 

While each person can submit only two proposals, it is possible for you to be 
listed as presenting co-author on another person’s submission. Please be aware 
that the limit of two guaranteed presentations applies to all submissions and that 
if you are listed as presenting author / presenting co-author for more than two 
presentations in total, we may have to withdraw you as presenter from one or 
more presentations.

The closing date for submission will be 31 January 2026. No late submissions 
will be accepted!

What is the difference between ERC, ECER and EERA? And what are the “Networks”?
https://eera-ecer.de/about-eera/so-what-exactly-is-the-difference-between-
erc-ecer-and-eera-and-what-are-the-networks

Browse through EERA Networks
https://eera-ecer.de/networks/eera-networks

Information on how to submit, formats of presentation, how to write an abstract 
for ECER and reviewing criteria:
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/submission

Conftool Submission System
https://www.conftool.com/ecer2026/

PARTICIPATION OF RESEARCHERS REPRESENTING RUSSIAN 
AND BELARUSIAN UNIVERSITIES AND INSTITUTIONS

Tampere University, the host of ECER 2026, strictly follows the recommendation of 
the Finnish Ministry of Education and Culture to not engage in any collaboration 
with Russia and Belarus. This brings implications for the participation of researchers 
representing Russian and Belarusian universities and institutions. EERA and ECER 
2026 will follow the guidance and regulations of the hosting institution.

This means that ECER 2026 will not accept
•	 any submission which is authored or co-authored by a colleague who lists an 

affiliation with a Russian or Belarusian university or institution. Submissions 
not adhering to this will be rejected for formal reasons.

•	 any participants who are affiliated with a Russian university or institution and/
or are based in Russia. The same applies for Belarus.

EMERGING RESEARCHERS’ CONFERENCE
PhD students and emerging researchers are especially invited to participate 
in the Emerging Researchers’ Conference. To submit to the ERC, please choose 
„Emerging Researchers’ Group“ as your “Network” when making your submis-
sion. Please note that for the Emerging Researchers’ Conference, only Papers, 
Posters and Ignite Talks will be considered. Group presentations like Symposia, 
Panel Discussions and Research Workshops are reserved for ECER or, if they are 
offered in the ERC, are centrally organised. 
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/emerging-resear-
chers-conference/erc-formats-of-presentation-and-length-of-presentations

CONFERENCE VENUE – TAMPERE UNIVERSITY
ECER 2026 will take place at the Tampere University. Tampere University is one of 
the most multidisciplinary and the second biggest university in Finland. We bring 
together research and education in technology, health and society. Our communi-
ty consists of about 23,200 students and around 4,200 staff members from more 
than 80 countries. The University of Tampere merged with Tampere University of 
Technology on 1 January 2019, creating the present Tampere University.  

ABOUT TAMPERE
Surrounded by two large lakes that give the city its distinctive atmosphere of na-
tural peace, Tampere (pop. 260,000) is a vibrant regional capital with an active 
cultural life and a versatile event scene. A big city by Finnish standards, Tampere 
still manages to feel like a small town. In the compact city centre, everything is 
within a convenient walking distance. For multiple years in a row, the Finns have 
voted Tampere as the favourite city in Finland. 

The City of Tampere is an important supporter and partner in organizing the 
ECER 2026 conference.

SPECIAL CALLS FROM EERA NETWORKS 
In addition to the general call, some networks would like to encourage discussion 
on specific thematic topics and have therefore issued a special call. However, they 
will remain open for all other submissions within their area.

To view the details of all Network Special Calls
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/ecer-2026-call-for-
proposals-network-calls

Joint Special Call Network 22 Research in Higher Education / Network 26 
Educational Leadership
Academic Leadership in Higher Education for Building a Fairer World and Fostering 
Trust in Polarised Times

Joint Special Call Network 29 Research on Arts Education / Network 31 LEd - 
Network on Language and Education
Music-Based Methods and Strategies for Learning Languages 

Network 01 Professional Learning and Development
Cultivating Professional Practices for Learning and Development of New Teachers

https://eera-ecer.de/about-eera/so-what-exactly-is-the-difference-between-erc-ecer-and-eera-and-what-are-the-networks
https://eera-ecer.de/about-eera/so-what-exactly-is-the-difference-between-erc-ecer-and-eera-and-what-are-the-networks
https://eera-ecer.de/networks/eera-networks
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/submission
https://www.conftool.com/ecer2026/
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/emerging-researchers-conference/erc-formats-of-presentation-and-length-of-presentations
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/emerging-researchers-conference/erc-formats-of-presentation-and-length-of-presentations
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/ecer-2026-call-for-proposals-network-calls
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/ecer-2026-call-for-proposals-network-calls
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Network 06 Open Learning: Media, Environments and Cultures
Educational Space Responding to Social Transformations: Learning Environments 
and the Changing Conditions of Education Research

Network 07 Social Justice and Intercultural Education
Challenging Inequalities: 30 Years of Network 7 ”Social Justice and Intercultural 
Education – Past Insights and Future Perspectives”

Network 12 Open Research in Education
Open Research Data in Education: Reflections, Practices, and Reuse

Network 13 Philosophy of Education
Special Call for Long Papers

Network 14 Communities, Families, and Schooling in Educational Research
Knowing and Acting: School-community Relationships and Educational Research 
in a Time of Polycrisis

Network 15 Research on Partnerships in Education - A
The Nature of Partnerships in Education in Erasmus+ Projects

Network 15 Research on Partnerships in Education - B
Evaluating Research–Practice Partnerships (RPPs) in Education

Network 15 Research on Partnerships in Education - C
Partnerships for Tackling Educational Inequality

Network 17 Histories of Education
Continuity and Change in Knowing and Knowledge

Network 20 Research in Innovative Intercultural Learning Environments
Innovative Methodologies in Formal and Non-Formal Educational Diverse Learning 
Environments

Network 21 Education and Psychoanalysis
What can be the Value of a Psychoanalytic Approach in Education for Knowing and 
Acting?

Network 25 Research on Children’s Rights in Education
Controversial Topics in Children’s Rights and Education

Network 27 Didactics, Learning and Teaching
Educational Research on Didactics, Teaching and Learning in Times of Uncertainty. 
Societal Demands, Individual Needs and Scientific Contributions in a Changing World

Network 29 Research on Arts Education
Experimental and Risky Formats to Present ‘Research Other’ in Arts and Education

Network 30 Environmental and Sustainability Education Research (ESER)
Environmental and Sustainability Education in a Time of Poly-Crisis: Aims, 
knowledges, methodologies and practices

NW 31 Language and Education - A
Language Education in the Age of AI

NW 31 Language and Education - B
Decolonising Language Education

NW 32 Organizational Education
Knowing and Acting: The changing conditions and potentials of organization 
education research

NW 33 Gender and Education
Knowing and Acting: The changing conditions and potentials of education research

Important Links 
Submission

Browse through EERA Networks
https://eera-ecer.de/networks/eera-networks

Information on Formats of Presentation and on How to Write an Abstract for ECER 
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/submission

FAQ and Advice
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/faq-and-advice

Conftool Submission System
https://www.conftool.com/ecer2026/

Social Media / Staying in Touch
EERA Blog
LinkedIn
Bluesky 
Mastodon 
Facebook
YouTube Channel
European Educational Research Journal

Looking Forward to Welcoming You!
EERA and the Local Organising Committee of ECER 2026

https://eera-ecer.de/networks/eera-networks
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/submission
https://eera-ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/faq-and-advice
https://www.conftool.com/ecer2026/
https://blog.eera-ecer.de/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eeraedu
https://bsky.app/profile/ecer-eera.bsky.social
https://bildung.social/@EERA
https://www.facebook.com/people/EERA-European-Educational-Research-Association/100064013434493/
https://www.youtube.com/@EERAedu
https://eera-ecer.de/publications/eerj-eeras-journal

