Network 9: Assessment, Evaluation, Testing and Measurement
Minutes of the network meeting held on September 11, 2025
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Introduction

The network meeting was held at the University of Belgrade. The network meeting was chaired
by Erika Majoros, the Link Convenor of Network 9, in cooperation with her fellow co-
convenors Sarah Howie, Eugenio Gonzalez, and Rolf Strietholt. Elena Papanastasiou sent
apologies. The meeting was attended by 42 colleagues. The agenda for the meeting comprised
eight main topics.

Agenda of the meeting

Erika Majoros, Link convenor of Network 9, opened the meeting and presented the agenda.
1. Network 9: Convenors and participation

Erika Majoros pointed out the modes of participation and communications in Network 9. She
explained that the EERA constitution prevents a formal individual network membership
(membership in EERA is through the national organizations of educational research). In
Network 9, therefore, a mailing list has been used as a central means of keeping in touch with
those participating in the conference programme of the network, to distribute calls and
announcements of relevance for the network programme and activities at ECER, as well as for
the network themes of Assessment, Evaluation, Testing and Measurement. Currently, 313
colleagues have signed up for the Network mailing list that was established in December 2019
as part of the EERA mailing list system. Erika Majoros invited those not yet on the list to join
and to spread the word to further interested colleagues. She then pointed out that the second
means of communication in Network 9 is the network website, which is mainly used for



documentation purposes (e.g., for the aims and scope of the network, the contact information
of convenors, reports, acknowledgements, etc.). The network website is part of the EERA
website, see https://eera-ecer.de/networks/9-assessment-evaluation-testing-and-measurement.

2. ECER 2025: Network 9 submissions overview

Erika Majoros gave an overview of the submissions to Network 9 for ECER 2025. The
conference programme consisted of 35 individual papers in 11 sessions, out of which one is a
joint paper session with Network 24, 9 symposium sessions, out of which one is a joint
symposium session with Network 34, 3 posters, and 1 ignite paper session. In addition, the
programme also included the Monica Rosén Memorial Lecture as an invited contribution. Of
the submitted proposals, the reviewers for Network 9 rejected 26% in 2025, which is a higher
rate than the general ECER 2025 submissions across all networks (13%). The submissions to
Network 9 for ECER 2025 (95) were higher than for the last ECER (91). Erika Majoros then
highlighted the countries of origin of the authors of the Network 9 submissions accepted for
ECER 2025, which amounted to 21 countries, reflecting the international composition of
conference presentations. Erika Majoros then presented the topics of the symposia. Erika
Majoros expressed her delight on behalf of the network when announcing that Sr. Research
Director Eugenio Gonzalez from Boston College, Newton (Massachusetts, United States),
will give the annual Monica Rosén Memorial Lecture on the theme of “From Fax Machines to
Al based Large-scale Assessments” and engage with the network members in a discussion
immediately after the Network Meeting.

3. Acknowledgement of reviewers, chairpersons and discussants

Network 9 is indebted to the colleagues who support the network by participating in the
review process for the ECER conferences. On behalf of the convenors of Network 9, Erika
Majoros cordially thanked all reviewers, chairpersons, and discussants for volunteering their
time and expertise, and for contributing to the quality of the research presented and discussed
in Network 9. The names of chairpersons and discussants are listed in the conference
programme. To make the contribution of the reviewers visible as well, the names of the
reviewers will be published after the conference with an acknowledgement on the website of
Network 9 (see also the Appendix of these minutes). This list serves furthermore as a
transparent account of the review procedure.

4. Network activities

Erika Majoros presented the capacity-building activities of Network 9. Network 9 members
continuously support the Emerging Researchers’ Group (ERG) of EERA as reviewers of
submissions and mentors of sessions at the Emerging Researchers’ Conference (ERC). The
ERG is looking for further colleagues from Network 9 to join their reviewer group. Erika
Majoros shared the contact details of the ERG Link Convenor, Lisa Bugno (University of
Padova, lisa.bugno@phd.unipd.it). Colleagues from Network 9 who are interested in lending
the ERG their expertise as reviewers are invited to write to Lisa Bugno to indicate their
willingness to participate in the review for the ERC 2026. Erika Majoros then presented the
research school “School of Quantitative Research Methods in Education” (QRM), which
offers advanced method courses free of charge. A major part of the courses has been held
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online even before the pandemic, with one meeting in person (www.gu.se/en/qrm) to promote
network building. QRM also organizes an annual conference in June. In addition, special
issues involving presentations at the ECER conference will be organized in the future.

5. Preview on ECER 2026

Erika Majoros gave a short preview of ECER 2026, which will be held in Tampere in August
2026 (submission starts: December 1, 2025; ends: January 31, 2026). Erika Majoros showed
the planned conference dates, pointing out that in 2026, the Emerging Researchers’
Conference is scheduled for August 17-18, Monday and Tuesday. ECER is planned for
Tuesday through Friday (August 18-21). The theme of ECER 2026 is “Knowing and acting:
The changing conditions and potentials of education research”.

6. Succession and election of co-convenors

Erika Majoros announced the convenors group had nominated Gasper Cankar from the
National Examinations Centre (Slovenia) and Isa Steinmann from Oslo Metropolitan
University (Norway) to be appointed as a co-convenors of Network 9. The voting results were
as follows:

e Gasper Cankar: Yes — 41, No — 0, Abstain — 1
e Isa Steinmann: Yes — 42, No — 0, Abstain — 0

Both nominations were strongly supported and approved. Erika Majoros thanked the network
members for their participation and votes. In addition, Erika Majoros informed the network
members that Panagiotis Patsis from the University of Gothenburg (Sweden) joined the co-
convenors as Assistant to the Link Convenor.

7. Any other business

Rolf Strietholt informed Network 9 members about publication opportunities in the

journal Educational Assessment, Evaluation and Accountability (EAEA), where he and Stefan
Johansson serve as co-editors. He encouraged colleagues to consider submitting their work to
the journal and highlighted the possibility of developing ECER presentations into articles. In
particular, he noted that symposia presented at ECER could be further developed into special
issues, with symposium organizers serving as guest editors. Rolf invited colleagues with
questions or ideas to contact him directly.

Sarah Howie announced that calls for a special issue were available for the journal Studies in
Educational Evaluation, where she is associate editor and Leonidas Kyriakides is editor of the
journal.. She encouraged colleagues, especially those working with international large-scale
assessment data, to reach out to her for more information.

8. End of meeting

The meeting ended by thanking everybody for participating in the 2025 Network Meeting.
The co-convenors of Network 9 are looking forward to seeing everybody at ECER 2026 in
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Tampere.
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