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First name Last name Network / Role
Mihaela Mitescu-Manea NW 01. Professional Learning and Development
Christof Nagele NW 02. Vocational Education and Training (VETNET)
Majella Dempsey NW 03. Curriculum Innovation
Michelle Proyer NW 04. Inclusive Education
Michael Jopling NW 05. Children and Youth at Risk and Urban Education
Klaus Rummler NW 06. Open Learning: Media. Environments and Cultures
Sofia Almeida Santos NW 07. Social Justice and Intercultural Education
Catriona O'Toole NW 08. Health and Wellbeing Education
Erika Majoros NW 09. Assessment, Evaluation, Testing and Measurement
Marita Crongvist NW 10. Teacher Education Research
Ineta Luka NW 11. Educational Improvement and Quality Assurance
Christoph Schindler NW 12. Open Research in Education
Joris Vlieghe NW 13. Philosophy of Education
Laurence Lasselle NW 14. Communities, Families, and Schooling in Educational Research
Kathrin Otrel-Cass NW 15. Research on Partnerships in Education
Cornelia Connolly NW 16. ICT in Education and Training
Geert Thyssen NW 17. Histories of Education
Oliver Hooper NW 18. Research in Sports Pedagogy
Gisela Unterweger NW 19. Ethnography
Carmen Carmona Rodriguez NW 20. Research in Innovative Intercultural Learning Environments
Arnaud Dubois NW 21. Education and Psychoanalysis
Mariana Gaio Alves NW 22. Research in Higher Education
Xavier Rambla NW 23. Policy Studies and Politics of Education
Vuslat Seker NW 24. Mathematics Education Research
Gabriela Martinez Sainz NW 25. Research on Children’s Rights in Education
Antonios Kafa NW 26. Educational Leadership
Anke Wegner NW 27. Didactics - Learning and Teaching
Eszter Neumann NW 28. Sociologies of Education
Judit Onses NW 29. Research on Arts Education
Guliz Karaarslan-Semiz NW 30. Environmental and Sustainability Education Research, ESER
Jenni Alisaari NW 31. Led - NW on Language and Education
Susanne Maria Weber NW 32. Organizational Education
Victoria Showunmi NW 33. Gender and Education
Valeria Damiani NW 34, Research on Citizenship Education
Lisa Bugno Emerging Researchers' Group
Burcu Toptas Emerging Researchers' Group
Richelme Costa Erasmus+ Internship and EERA Office
Christian Ydesen EER] Editor
lida Kiesi Tampere LOC Representative
Juliane Finger Open Access Consultant
Marit Honergd Hoveid EERA President
Fabio Dovigo Networks' Representative on Council
Lucian Ciolan EERA Secretary General
Andreas Hadjar EERA Treasurer
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1.Welcome and Introductions

Fabio Dovigo, Networks' Representative on Council, opened the meeting by thanking everyone for
coming and initiated a walking introduction, whereby people were invited to approach someone they
do not yet know and introduce themselves.

2.EERA /EXEC General Information and Update

2.1 President’s update on Council Meeting in March

Marit Honergd Hoveid, EERA President, gave a brief overview of the Council Meeting in March during
which Petra Grell was elected as the next EERA President. Petra’s shadowing year will begin after ECER
2026 and she will take over as President after ECER 2027. You will find the minutes of the March 2026
Council Meeting after they have been approved at the September 2026 Council Meeting here:
https://eera-ecer.de/about-eera/eera-governance/eera-council

2.2 EERA Membership development

EERA continues to grow in membership so that most European countries are represented. There are
currently 41 members and 4 candidate members. The Georgian Association for Interdisciplinary
Research in Education (GAIRE) was approved as a candidate member at the March meeting.
https://eera-ecer.de/about-eera/eera-governance/eera-council

2.3 Summer School and Academic Writing Workshops

EERA Summer School

The EERA Summer School, EERSS 2026 “On Comparison in Education and Educational Research” will
take place for the second year at the Technical University Chemnitz in Chemnitz, Germany, 15-19 June.
The next two EERA Summer Schools (EERSS 2027 and 2028) will take place at Vilnius University in
Vilnius, Lithuania.

Academic Writing Workshops

EERA offers free Academic Writing Workshops to support Emerging Researchers in their academic
development. These workshops are organised by an EERA member association with the focus on
countries where English is not the first language. The most recent Academic Writing Workshop was
organised by OFEB, our member association from Austria, and took place in Vienna in April. You can
find more information on these workshops here:
https://eera-ecer.de/seasonschools/academic-writing-workshops

3.ECER 2026 Tampere

3.1 General Report: submission numbers, posters, programme planning, “bring
your own device”, 7 keynote speakers

You can view the presentation in the NW Seminar Teams folder

Submission Numbers

Office Manager Angelika Wegscheider: The submission numbers for ECER 2026 were the highest to
date, with 1000 more submissions than our previous record number of submissions at ECER 2023,
Glasgow. Details can be found in the report on ECER statistics.

ECER Posters

Due to the high number of ECER poster submissions, it will not be possible to coordinate and carry out
the Best Poster Award process. There will be no ECER Poster Award this year

Programme Planning

You can find the guidelines here:
https://eera-ecer.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Documents/Networks/Support/2026_-
Guidelines_for_programme_planning.pdf
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e Please complete your programme by 25 May

o Please note: Due to the very high number of submissions and room restrictions, please
plan 4 papers per session in the majority of your sessions.

o After 25 May, “hands off the programme": Please make no more changes while Office
works to solve scheduling conflicts. We will let you know if changes need to be made.
Office may to ask you to rework programme if necessary.

Office will send submitting authors and presenters the presentation times on 25 June.
Office will withdraw all submissions for which there are no registered presenting
authors on 2 July.

o This may result in some changes needing to be made to the programme, Office will let
you know.

e ECER 2026 will be a “bring your own device” conference. We will ask all presenters to bring their
own device (and, if necessary, an adapter) to the session room. If there are people for whom
this is not possible, LOC can lend them a device for their presentation. We will communicate
this clearly and often via email, on the website and in the App.

e ECER 2026 will have 7 keynote speakers, with 1 keynote speaker as an opening keynote. This
means that the opening ceremony will start earlier than usual. https://eera-
ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/ecer-programme/keynote-speakers

3.2 Report from Tampere LOC conference coordinator lida Kiesi

You can view lida’s presentation in the NW Seminar Teams folder
lida reported that everything is going to plan and on schedule. The ERC and ECER receptions will be
hosted by the City of Tampere and will take place at the Old City Hall (ERC) and Tampere Hall (ECER).
The 110 student volunteers will be attending training soon and will be available in the session rooms
and at the venue to help as needed. The venue offers 3 cafeterias and there are multiple places for
coffee or lunch nearby. Due to the high cost of the hall rented for the ECER Poster Exhibition, it will only
take place one day (Wednesday) so lida asks all Link Convenors to please hype the Poster Exhibition on
Wednesday. lida reiterated that all presenters will need to bring their own device (and if necessary an
adapter) - if this is not possible, please contact LOC at ecer2026@tuni.fi.
e If Link Convenors would like assistance in organising a Network Dinner on Wednesday or
Thursday, please contact ecer2026@tuni.fi.
¢ You can find helpful local information here: https://events.tuni.fi/ecer2026/
Questions and Answers
e Have there been a lot of withdrawals because Finland is so expensive?
Answer: There have been quite a few withdrawals, but we need to note that the number of
withdrawals has been increasing over the past years making programme planning more fluid.
e Itis expensive to fly to Tampere, any suggestions?
Answer: It might be less expensive to fly from Riga to Tampere. Check out the “How to get to
Tampere” information here: https://events.tuni.fi/ecer2026/how-to-get-there/
e Isthe venue accessible?
Answer: Tampere University is quite new and therefore built for accessibility. Participants have
the chance to communicate any accessibility requests they may have when they register for the
conference. There will be 110 student volunteers, so some of them may be able to offer
support. Information on Accessibility and Inclusion can be found here: https://eera-
ecer.de/conferences/ecer-2026-tampere/accessibility-and-inclusion
e Would it be possible for Networks to have their own Best Poster Competition?
Answer: Yes.
e How about if presentations are shown from the chairperson'’s laptop?
Answer: EERA office will not recommend this: This is problematic as we cannot ask chairpersons
to allow uploads from a “foreign” USB and chairpersons are often chosen at the last minute in
case of chairperson cancellations. Also, lida reports that she has coordinated many conferences
with a “bring your own device"” policy and it works well and often more quickly than when
presenters have to upload their pdf to a “foreign” device.
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e Is Tampere airport prepared to receive this high number of arrivals? Are there enough taxis or
have shuttles been organised?
Answer: The existing connections are very good and numerous. LOC will talk to the city about
perhaps offering shuttles.

e Will there be technical assistance in the session rooms which will take place in the hotels?
Answer: Yes.

e Will there be coffee breaks in the hotels?
Answer: We aim to have coffee breaks in all buildings.

e Would it be possible to provide a 24-hour emergency contact number in case someone needs
help or encounters difficulty in the middle of the night?
Answer: We will discuss this within the Local Organising Committee

3.3 Report on ECER Statistics by Richleme Costa - Erasmus+ Internship Project

You can view 1) Richelme’s presentation 2) the institutional report and 3) the appendices the in the NW
Seminar Teams folder

In cooperation with the EERA Office Manager Angelika Wegscheider, Richelme compiled a
comprehensive overview of ECER statistics, including overall growth trajectory, submission numbers,
number of submissions as part of a thesis, growth of the Emerging Researchers’ Conference, countries
with the highest participation in ECER, geographical expansion of ECER, Network development,
rejection rates and much more.

Fabio commented after the presentation that the report offered much “food for thought” and several
Link Convenors remarked that they found the information very interesting and useful.

4.Future ECERS

4.1 ECER 2027, Debrecen - Themes and Keynotes

The ECER themes are developed by the local organisers, the EERA President and the scientific
committee from Council.

The theme for ECER 2027 will be “Learning Communities and Shared Futures in Education”. You can
find the complete theme in the Network Seminar folder.

There will be 6 keynote Speakers at ECER 2027: Krisztan Jézsa, Helga Dorner, Mel Ainscow, Jo Angouri,
Christian Ydesen and A. Lin Goodwin.

4.2 ECER 2028, Salamanca

Salamanca is hosting a major conference this summer and also cooperates with the potential CPO for
ECER 2028 at this occasion. We are still waiting for their budget proposal.

5.Workshop - Open Access Strategies for Publishing Educational
Research (Part 1)

You can find the documents and presentations in the Network Seminar folder.

There were three presentations in Part 1:

“Building a Model of Open Access Publishing” by Dr. Juliane Finger, Open Access Consultant, Open
Library Economics (OLEcon), ZBW - Leibniz Information Centre for Economics

“Open Access Publishing for Educational Research: What Are the Options?” by Klaus Rummler (NWO06,
OAPCC) and Christoph Schindler (NW12, Edu_Consort_OA)

Talk “Establishing an Open Access Journal: Tales from the Field” by Lisa Bugno (ERG, JERE), Christof
Nagele (NWO02, JRVET) and Fabio Dovigo (NWO04, EJIE)

Links from Christof Nagele, Link Convenor of Network 02.Vocational Education and Training (VETNET):
Diamond Open Access Publications from VETNET
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[JRVET International Journal for Research in Vocational Education and Training
https://journals.suub.uni-bremen.de/index.php/ijrvet

Trends in Vocational Education and Training Research

Papers based on accepted submission to the ECER, (peer-reviewed)

1998, 1999, 2018-2024: https://vetnetsite.org/procpub/#Proceedings-ECER
From 2025: https://www.vetnetconf.net/

Innovations in Vocational Education and Training Research
Papers based on the Crossing Boundaries conference
2015-2025 https://vetnetsite.org/procpub/#Proceedings-CB
From 2027: https://www.vetnetconf.net/

6.Workshop - Open Access Strategies for Publishing Educational
Research (Part 2)

Group Work “Open Access Journals in Education: Weighing Challenges and Opportunities”

You can find the updated introduction and the results of the Working Groups in the document “New - Open
Access Workshop including suggestions from Council and NW Seminar working groups” in the Network
Seminar folder

Group 1: Equity, Access and the geography of publishing costs

Group 2: Academic Control vs. Commercial Publishing: Where Should the Line Be?

Group 3: Research Assessment Reform and Journal Prestige

Group 4: Integrity, Fraud, and Quality Assurance in OA Publishing

Group 5: Choosing a Funding Model: Who Pays and Who Decides?

Group 6: Long-term Sustainability: Infrastructure, Labour, and Institutional Support

You can find the results of these NW Seminar Working Groups in the Network Seminar folder.

Fabio emphasized that a push in a good direction will have to come from researchers - if we are
interested in making the step from reflection to action, this group of 40 researchers from all over
Europe can explore ways to implement these ideas.

Fabio asked for volunteers for a working group on this topic.

Working group OA: Susanne Weber, Christopher Schindler, Catriona O'Toole, Lisa Bugno, Laurence
Lasselle and Klaus Rummler

Marit added that there will be a position paper on this topic arguing for more Open Access. She
explained that while EERA has a journal (EER]) and a book series, these do not generate much revenue
(as opposed to learned societies in the UK and US). This type of transition is gradual and takes time but
we can position ourselves on this now. Open access for publishing is a way for EERA to actively support
the EERA Motto: Research for the benefit of education and society. EERA can be instrumental in
forming a community for high quality research. Marit looks forward to the working group.

7.EERA Publications: Report EER] by Christian Ydesen

You can view the presentation” EER| New Aims and Scope” in the Network Seminar folder
Christian shared the description of the EER] (European Educational Research Journal), its aims and
scope, the breadth of educational inquiry, what strong submissions look like, voices and perspectives,
contemporary changes and transformations and what EER] is looking for.
Questions and Answers
e Do you really want to make public what EER] is “not interested in"?
Answer: Other journals do this but point taken
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e Keywords are missing in the headers (Search Engine Optimization) .
Answer: Thanks for mentioning this, we will find a technical solution

e What do you mean by “merely contextual”?
Answer: An example would be a paper only on the classroom culture of norther Sweden. The
paper would need to be in a European context.

8. Financial Report Overview by Andreas Hadjar

EERA Treasurer Andreas Hadjar provided a detailed look at EERA’s income from ECER and the
membership fees and how and for what this money is spent. Andreas encouraged Link Convenors to
apply for Network funding.

There are different types of funding available. You can find the overview here: https://eera-
ecer.de/networks/network-funding and the templates for the applications under the links below.

e Network Projects - max. funding 6000 €: https://eera-ecer.de/networks/network-
funding/network-projects

e Network Season Schools - max. funding 6000 €: https://eera-ecer.de/networks/network-
funding/network-season-schools

e Network Related Publications - max. funding 1500 €: https://eera-
ecer.de/networks/network-funding/network-related-publications

e Network Development Projects including EERA 30 anniversary & Celebrations - max. funding
for Network Development - 3500 €, max. funding to Celebrate Special Moments of a
Network - 400 €: https://eera-ecer.de/networks/network-funding/network-development-
projects-celebrations

Applications for funding can be made at any time. Please contact the Networks’ Representative
on Council, Fabio Dovigo (fabio.dovigo@eera.eu), before submitting.

9.Report Emerging Researchers’ Group

You can view ERG Link Convenor Lisa Bugno'’s presentation in the Network Seminar folder.

Lisa began her report by expressing her gratitude to the Link Convenors for their report in reviewing
this year's very high number of ERG submissions. She also warmly thanked the ERG co-convenors,
senior mentor and senior fellows for their hard work and support.

Lisa shared data/info on the number and formats of the submissions, the evolution of the
submissions, the Best Paper Award and the ERC Bursaries.

10. Network 18. Research in Sport Pedagogy Name Change - Oliver

Hooper

You can read the “Proposal to rename EERA Network 18 from ‘Research in Sport Pedagogy’ to ‘Physical
Education and Sport Pedagogy’ in the Network Seminar folder.
NW 18 Link Convenor Oliver Hooper explained that the Network has been discussing this name change
for years and voted in favour of it at their network meeting the last two years. The proposal details the
reasons for the change and summarizes them as follows:
To summarise, renaming Network 18 to ‘Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy’ represents a
measured, principled, and future-oriented development. Specifically, it:

e Makes explicit the Network’s long-standing focus on physical education;

e Aligns the Network with contemporary scholarly language and practice;

e Enhances clarity, inclusivity, and international visibility;

e Maintains continuity with the Network’s mission, values, and intellectual foundations.

There were no objections from the group to the name change. After ECER 2026 NW 18 will
officially be named “Network 18: Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy”.
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11.EERA Journal for Emerging Researchers - Burcu Toptas

You can view Burcu’s presentation “11. EERA Journal for Emerging Researchers - A publication pathway for
ERC participants” in the Network Seminar folder.

Burcu Toptas reported on the new journal called “Emerging Research in Education (ERE)", and
explained why there is a need for a new journal at this time. The ERE will be a Diamond Open Access,
peer-reviewed publication that reflects the interdisciplinary, international strengths of EERA. Burcu also
outlined the governance and formal structure, the aims, scope, the editorial roles, the review process,
the technical and organisational foundations and concluded by asking for volunteers for the Editorial
Board.

Editorial Board Volunteers: Laurence Lasselle, Mariana Gaio Alves, Vuslat Seker, Guliz Karaarslan
Semiz, Oliver Hooper, Kathrin Otrel-Cass, Geert Thyssen and Antonios Kafa

12.ECER Open Questions

Angelika introduced various important ECER topics which will need to be discussed within the
Executive Board and with the Networks including how to respond to growing submission numbers,
posters, standardised rejection rates, new submission formats, a potential upper limit for acceptance
and how to recruit reviews.

There was a general discussion round responding to some of these topics. Comments included:

Growing submission numbers
e We will need to observe the development over the next few years to determine if this year's

growth is indicative of a trend or not.

e Perhaps itis possible to limit the number of presentations each network can have. This
would leave more time for discussion in the sessions and ensure high quality as opposed to
high quantity. However, it would be difficult to determine the number allowed for each
Network and it would mean potentially having to reject high-quality papers.

¢ One mechanism might be to tell Networks they are not allowed to increase by more than
10% from one year to the next.

e If EERA decides to increase the participant fees, this may lead to fewer submissions.

¢ When conferences get too large, it is hard for participants to connect with each other or
branch out of their network.

e One likely scenario would be to limit the number of participants.

Posters

e Other conferences have the poster presentations in session rooms which allows for

discussions. It is easier to schedule 4 posters in a session than 4 papers.
Reviewing and rejection rates

e Sometimes a submission will receive two very different reviews, there may be a need to
establish more exact criteria for reviews and for rejections

e Thereis a strong need to recruit many more reviewers.

e Al has made it sometimes difficult to judge the quality of a submission.

General comments on the Network Seminar

e lItis good to have a chance at the Network Seminar to learn from other Networks and hear how
they manage their procedures.

e During the first Network Seminars there was a lot of time for discussion and collaboration on
network structures. Maybe it is time to revisit that kind of exchange during the Network
Seminars.

Marit concluded by saying that 20 years ago ECER received 600 submissions, this year we received
more than 4400, meaning we are reaching a limit. There will come a time where we have to decide
what kind of conference we want to have, what kind of conference culture we want and what action we
will need to take to make that possible. We will want and need feedback from the Link Convenors for
this.

Fabio commented that we want to have a quality conference where participants have enough
presentation and discussion time. If we were to decide to take ECER to conference centres instead of

EERA - Research for the benefit of education and society Page 7 of 9



Minutes Network Seminar May 2026

universities, the culture would be changed. Raising rejection rates is also a possibility but not very
inclusive.

EXEC will send Link Convenors a survey in June and there will be an online meeting in September or
October to discuss the results of the survey.

13. Adopting Al guidelines for submitting proposals

You can find the documents “Al in Ed Research Introduction” and “The Making of OLH's Al Policy - Open
Library of Humanities” in the Network Seminar folder.
Feedback and comments on Al in relation to ECER 2026 submissions
e One network reported that the rejection rate was higher than in previous years and that the
submission included made up references, no citations and some obvious Al-generated content.
e Many link convenors commented that using Al for English correction (especially for non-native
English speakers) is a legitimate use of Al.
e Language “smoothing” with Al is OK.
e Sometimes Al significantly improves the quality of a submission - especially language
e We need to create guidelines on how to check references and give these guidelines to the
reviewers and the submitters.
e Some reviewers may have already or may in the future use Al to create reviews. Is it legal to
upload an abstract an external system?
e The easiest way to check if a submission has been created by Al is to check the references
e Alis not reliable when checking references.
e We need guidelines or a policy which justifies rejection due to suspicion of Al
e Stanford University has launched the Stanford Agentic Reviewer, a free Al tool that provides
preliminary reviews of scientific papers using advanced Al agents.
e Perhaps EERA could have its own secure Al system to which abstracts could be safely uploaded.
e This discussion needs to take into account the fundamentals of education, we are all
responsible for driving a system which demands a highly polished content. To meet those
standards, many people need Al. We need to ask ourselves if a submission is a “language test".
Are we part of the problem by wanting super-duper sounding papers? Perhaps we want to
offer to help the author make their language clearer?
e During the discussions at ECER you can clearly hear what the authors are able to produce
without Al. This is another reason we need more time to discuss and debate during ECER-
e When submitting to a journal people are often asked if they have used Al and for what.
Perhaps this is possible for ECER? We could also ask ECER reviewers in they are using Al?
e We need to develop an Al policy and publish it on the EERA website.
e We need to acknowledge and be clear about the fact that Al is biased/has biases. We need a
plan to deal with that.
e Alis avery problematic system. We need to be aware of and include in these discussions the
ethical and environmental effects of Al. Does Al align with our principles?
e Due to widespread usage of Al for language correcting, we are in danger of excluding
submissions which are not perfect.
e Just stating “I have used Al for this submission” is not enough. We need to know precisely to
what degree and for what.
e Many Al guidelines have a defensive attitude - they contain a list of “don’ts”.
e Alis not only here and present, it is developing and growing very quickly.

Al Working Group: Lucian Ciolan, Kathrin Otrel-Cass, Laurence Lasselle, Michael Jopling, Lisa Bugno,
Susanne Weber, Cornelia Connolly

14.ECER Ethical Conduct and Psychological Safety

You can find the documents “ECER Community Code of Conduct” and “EERA Psychological Safety Letter” in the
Network Seminar folder.
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The Code of Conduct includes examples and explanations of appropriate conduct as well as examples
and explanations of unacceptable behaviour.

ECER has a reputation of being an especially friendly conference. How can continue to foster this
conference culture and do so for all participants?

Feedback and discussion

e This code of conduct is a step in the right direction. Would it be possible to communicate this
not only to ECER participants and volunteers but also to the hotels suggested by the local
organisers? Could we ask the hotels to sign the code of conduct?

e lItisagood idea to have the code of conduct on the EERA website and to have people agree to
it when they register as a participant.

e There needs to be a clear process of how to report any concerns or problems which arise.

e Thereis a need for an emergency number which participants can reach 24/7. In Belgrade there
were at least two dangerous and disturbing situations in the middle of the night and there was
no one to contact, no one to talk to.

e One Link Convenor reported that they have always experienced ECER as a welcome, inclusive
and respectful place but when they arrived in Belgrade, they saw messages everywhere against
the EU and NATO. They asked how we can create a peaceful environment in a crazy world?

e There is a need for clear channels of communication when issues arise 1) contact LOC 2) EERA
Desk 3) possible in the App? 4) Link Convenors can address these issues at their meetings

The Code of Conduct (with minor changes to be made) was approved by the attendees.

15. Coordinating Joint Sessions for ECER 2026

16. AOB / Reminders / Updates
The Network Seminar 2027 will take place in Berlin Thursday, 13 May - Friday, 14 May 2027
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